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EDITORS RUMBLINS  

 

LAST MONTH  

 

Last month, Bob & Tina Adkins, Rick & Sandy 

Alley, Bonnie Ayer, Rick Barnett, Mike & Nell 

McPhail, Bret & Julie Miller, Jaime & Doris 

Molina, Jim & Karen Richmond, DJ & Pat Stamp 

and Jeff & Denene Whitmore met at the Brewery 

in Fredericksburg to plan the clubs activities for 

2010. You will see the very impressive results on 

page _.  As you know, STAHC is the host for 

Roundup this year.  Much of our time was spent 

discussing Roundup 2010 and assigning specific 

responsibilities.  After the meeting we walked a 

few short blocks to the Fredericksburg Inn the 

location for Roundup.  All agreed that this is a 

great venue for the 30th Texas Healey Roundup.  

Please read more about this exciting event in 

President's Ramblins on page 3 and elsewhere in 

Rumblins. 

 

THIS MONTH  

NASCAR racing returns on Sunday, February 14, 

and STAHC members will gather at the 

Richmond's to enjoy the race, barbeque and                                     

     

           (Continued on page 2)     
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URGENT NOTICE  

 
If you have not renewed your membership, 

February 15 is the deadline if you don't want to 

miss the next issue of Healey Marque and you 

want to be included in the national directory. 

 

Send your renewal together with $55 to Bob 

Adkins, or renew on line at www.healeyclub.org. 
 

DON'T DELAY!  

http://www.healeyclub.org/
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EDITORS RUMBLINS (Continued from page 1) 

 

camaraderie.  The green flag is scheduled to 

waive at 12 NOON this year (that's 2 1/2 

hours earlier than last year) so plan to arrive 

around eleven.  That will give time to enter 

the drawing for winning drivers.  Each pick 

is $1, and those that have winners - win, 

place and show - will go home rich.  A light 

lunch will be served.   

 

Please bring munchies, side dishes or 

deserts.  Jim and Karen will supply beer 

and soft drinks during the race, plus the 

main dish (Texas style brisket) and beans to 

be served after the checkered flag falls. 

 

From San Antonio take Interstate 10 to 

Boerne Exit 539 and exit onto Johns Road 

west bound (left off the exit ramp).   

1) Continue west on Johns Road.  Follow 

the signs to Tapatio Springs for about 4 

miles where you will turn right onto 

Wild Turkey Blvd.  A short distance 

later you will see a large arrow pointing 

left to the Tapatio Springs Hotel and 

Conference Center.  Do not follow this 

arrow. 

2)  Continue straight on Wild Turkey 

Blvd. 

3) After you go 1 mile, you will see our 

house on the left.  It is the last house 

before White Tail Drive and it is across 

from the community mailbox.  We will 

fly the British flag from the flag pole, 

weather permitting. 

 

If you are coming from Austin you can take 

SR 46 to Boerne from I-35 in New 

Braunfels or from US 281.  Continue on SR 

46 through Boerne to I-10.  Turn right onto 

I-10 and take the next exit (Exit 539) and 

follow the directions 1, 2 and 3 above.  Call 

if you have any questions. 

 

Please RSVP to Jim or Karen by phone: 

(830) 537-5075 or e-mail: 

jkrich@gvtc.com. 

 

 
 

SOUTH TEXAS  

AUSTIN -

HEALEY CLUB  

 

STAHC is an area club of 

the Austin-Healey Club 

of America, the largest 

Austin-Healey club in the 

world.  STAHC is one of 

47 independent area clubs 

and was sanctioned by 

AHCA in 1979. STAHC 

covers the Austin, San 

Antonio and surrounding 

areas of South Texas. 

 

Membership is open to 

owners and enthusiasts of 

all cars bearing the name 

HEALEY.  Ownership of 

a Healey is not required.  

For membership infor-

mation please contact 

Bob or Tina Adkins at  

(512) 264-2042  

radkins@ieee.org 

tadkins@zeecon.com  

 

You can join online at 

www.healeyclub.org 
 

The Link to the STAHC 

web site is: 

www.STAHC.org 

 

 

OFFICERS  

 

President - Mike McPhail 

(512) 695-8637 

mmcphail@austin.rr.com 

 

Vice President - David Ayer 

(210) 340-0377 

dbayer@swbell.net 

 

Treasurer/Membership -  

Bob/Tina Adkins 

(512) 264-2042 

radkins@ieee.org 

tadkins@zeecon.com 

 

Delegate/Newsletter Editor - 

Jim Richmond 

(830) 537-5075 

jkrich@gvtc.com 

 

Highway Clean Up - 

Jeff & Denene Whitmore 

(210) 403-3783 

defwhit@swbell.net 
 

Representative to the Alamo 

Area Council of Car Clubs 

(AACOCC)- 

Rick Alley 

ralley@balfourbeattyus.com 

 

Webmaster - Nathan Adkins 

(512) 264-2042 

Nathan@swbell.net 

 

Future 50 Representative -  

Bret Miller (512) 834-1885 

bmiller@tspaustin.com 
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PRESIDENT'S RAMBLINS 
By Mike McPhail 

 
 The Texas Healey Round up organizers met on January 9th at the Fredericksburg Brewery. It had been 
remarkably cold overnight, with temperatures in the teens. It was sunny, but still freezing when Nel, Mike and Jaime 
left Dripping Springs for the sixty mile drive. Your president and first lady were all bundled up in the 100M with the 
top up and side-curtains in place. Jaime, however, would have none of that and bravely made the trip in his BJ8 with 
the top down! 
 We were some of the last to arrive, and after a hearty lunch, our group moved to the beer hall in the back of 
the restaurant for the meeting. What a turnout! Seventeen dedicated South Texas Austin Healey Club members were 
there to volunteer their time and effort in order to make this Round Up the best ever. The organizers and their duties 
are as follows: 
 

1. Hospitality ς Julie Miller 
2. Registration/treasurer ς Bob and Tina Adkins 
3. Event logo ς Jaime Molina 
4. T-shirts ς DJ Stamp  
5. Car Show ς Rick and Sandy Alley 
6. Rallye ς Mike McPhail 
7. Gymkhana/funkhana ς Jeff Whitmore and David Ayer (nominated in absentia) 
8. Awards, car magnets, dash plaques, pins, patches ς Brett Miller 
9. Registration form and distribution to clubs ς Mike and Nel McPhail 
10. Hotel ς Mike and Nel McPhail  
11. Convention Bureau ς Mike and Nel McPhail 
12. Banquet and Brunch ς Mike and Nel McPhail 
13. Car wash ς Rick Barnett 
14. Trailer parking ς Mike and Nel McPhail 
15. Early bird activities ς Jim Richmond and Jaime Molina 
16. Master of ceremonies ς Bonnie Ayer 

 
 Naturally, we could use more help. The Rallye Master position is available and Mike Johnson of the Gulf 
Coast club has offered to let us use a route that he has already prepared! Some of our members, not in attendance, 
have already offered to help in a subordinate role. This, of course, is greatly appreciated. Please feel free to contact 
me anytime if you can be of assistance. 
 After we hammered out a STAHC 2010 schedule of events, our group left the Brewery by the back door (did 
Brett pay for that last round?) and walked the short distance to the Fredericksburg Inn. Some of us had never seen 
the place before, but all agreed that it is the perfect location for Round Up! In summary: 
 
 Round Up Registration Fee: $85 
 Deluxe room at the Inn: $119 
 Being within walking distance of the brewery: Priceless! 
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FEBRUARY PROJECT OF THE MONTH 
 By Mike McPhail 

 

 Last month, you were left with your car all jacked up and the rear brakes in a million pieces! Okay, 

make sure that you have plenty of cold beer and now, letôs get that bad boy back together. 

 

 This is the opportune time to clean up that backing plate, which at this point can be easily removed 

and detailed. You might as well paint the brake drum, too, while you are at it! ñGloss blackò engine spray 

paint works well and dries quickly. ñDull aluminumò paint looks pretty good on the hand brake lever. Donôt 

cheap outépurchase all new parts for the rest of the job. Now that everything is clean and shiny, it is time 

for reassembly: 

 

1: Place the wheel cylinder into the back plate. New ones are so cheap that it is hardly worth rebuilding the 

old ones. If you must, then make sure that the bore is clean with no pitting and that the passages for the line 

and bleeder screw are unobstructed. If the wife is away, take the cylinders into the house and scrub them 

inside and out with a soapy Scotch-Brite pad in the kitchen sink. After they have been completely dried, use 

Girling Red brake grease for reassembly. Otherwise, a little brake fluid will work, but be careful not to get it 

on those freshly painted items. 

 

2: Pass the brake line through the rubber dust cover and connect it to the cylinder. It is always easier to 

screw the connection into the cylinder while it is loose in its mounting. Sometimes a connector that has been 

over tightened will be hard to start because of flaring at its tip. A little bit of sanding or perhaps filing will 

reduce the end of the connector (not the line!) to its proper size. 

 

3: Place the two smaller retaining clips on the back side of the cylinder with the tabs up. Do this from the 

lever side. Use a little chassis grease to lube the area. There will still be enough play at this point to allow the 

hand brake lever to slide into place. So do it! 

4: Put a little chassis grease on the large (relatively speaking) retaining plate and slide it between the other 

two to lock the cylinder in place. It goes on in the opposite direction from the other two, and the notches on 

the end will engage the tabs on the bottom plate. This is probably easier said than done. Maybe a beer will 

help. 

 

5: Now the rubber dust cover can be pulled over the hand brake lever and its square edge tucked under the 

larger retaining plate, which stands slightly off the back plate. Some cars have some little pegs on the inside 

of the back plate with felt spacers to steady the shoes. These are of dubious value, but if the felt is missing, a 

bit of ıò fuel line can be cut to take their place. 

 

6: At this point the rehabilitated adjuster assembly should be in place with the adjuster bolt backed out. Go 

wash those filthy hands, then come back and set the new brake shoes side by side. Carefully position them 

so that the linings are symmetrical and the square hole that fits over the hand brake lever is where it needs to 

be. Place the springs on the shoes, with the spring with the straight piece in the middle on the wheel cylinder 

end. Hold the shoes apart so that the springs donôt fall off and set the square hole end over the brake lever 

and onto the cylinder. Carefully wrestle the other ends into place. I think you will find this method 

preferable to placing the springs on after the fact. Make sure the shoes are resting in the slots provided for 

them and not off to one side. Stand back and see that the shoes are centeredéif not, a few taps with a rubber 

mallet will get things right. 

 

7: If you can still find them, push the two shoe retaining pegs in through the little holes in the back plate and 

secure them to the shoes with the spring clips. If you hold the peg in place from behind with one hand, you 
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should be able to slide the clip into place (no twisting this time) with the other hand, using no tools. If not, 

you are a wimp! 

 

8: The brake drum will go on easily now, since you have the adjuster backed off and the shoes on straight. 

Take care to have the ıòcountersunk screw holes lined up. Put the screws in just to show that you are paying 

attention to detail. 

 

9: After verifying that the drum turns freely (if not, you are on your own), adjust the brakes up tight. 

Reconnect the hand brake linkage. Release the hand brake, first, damn it! If the hand brake has too much 

travel, now is the time to adjust it. Leave the drums adjusted tightly until after the system is bledénext 

month. 

 

10: Finish six-pack. 
 

 

 
Photos by Mike 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLANNING MEETING 
Photos by Jaime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
PLANNING REALY IS FUN! 

 
MAYBE NOT SO MUCH! 
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Photos by Jaime and Jim 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE 
By Mike McPhail for Neil Anderson 

 

Old photos of STAHC members (or is that photos of old members?) and their cars to be included in a slide 

show at Conclave. Please send a digital image to mmcphail@austin.rr.com and they will be put on a CD 

and forwarded per the organizers request! 
 

        

 

 

"NOW THIS IS  WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT!"  

 

" WE WILL DO THIS MY WAY! "  

 

 

"WHAT FLAVOR DO YOU WANT?"  

 

"THIS IS HARD WORK!"  

mailto:mmcphail@austin.rr.com

