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PRESIDENT'S RAMBLINS
By Mike McPhall

ltdéds hard to believe that
gone already! We sure had a festive time at the STAHC Christmas
party, thanks to the Ayers. They put this extravaganza on every year
at the wildly popular Forke Store. Members traveled from far and
widet o enjoy Justinds sumptuous
Hottell and Rick & Michele Barnett came all the way from Corpus
Christi and Bishop.

This year a collection of items was gathered for homeless
pets and the disadvant amaacivicl 01
minded club in the country!

Jim Richmond invited the membership to participate in
upcoming AACOCC (multclub) events, and | went on at length
about Round Up.

Speaking of which, it is our turn to host this important event.
The ground workhas been laid, in that Fredericksburg is the
location, the Fredericksburg Inn & Suites is the host hotel, and April
16-18 are the dates. There is still a lot to be done to make Round Up
Thirty the best ever. Registration opened on Janudrsd send
yours in soon, as there are a limited number of discounted rooms
available. You must be pmegistered to get the group rate!

As usual, our loyal members jumped at the chance to pitch
in. Webmaster Nathan Adkins will keep thevw.stahc.orgsite
updated, and Bob & Tina Adkins will be handling registration.
Jaime Molina has designed an event logo that will also be available
on clothing from Lands End. DJ Stamp is penning the art work for
the event shirt. Brett and Julie Miér are in charge of awards,
patches, dash plaques, etc. Rick and Sandy Alley will organize the
car show, while Rick and Michele Barnett take care of the car wash.

Some of these folks have been handling Round Up for
decades and their involvement is caild¢b our success.

Volunteers for some tasks, notably driving event
coordinators, have yet to be found .Everyone is encouraged to help,
as there is still plenty to do.

Please come to the planning meeting at the Fredericksburg
Brewery on January 9 at P Your participation in this worthwhile
effort will be greatly appreciated and | am sure that you will find it
most enjoyable!
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JANUARY PROJECT OF THE MONTH
By Mike McPhall

Well, last year we talked about all the dandy tools the home mechanic merghtto keep his Little British
Car in fine mettle. Now that you have acquired all these items from your local Harbor Freight tool store it is
time to put them to good use!

How about those pesky brakes? Let Oostofsheworkfit at
is important that the rear brakes are operating properly. The hand brake really needs to be able to prevent:
car from rolling, and should be able to stop the car if the hydraulics fail.

Not too many tools are needed to completelgrbaul the rear brakes, and the parts are pretty cheap.
A six-pack of beer will be necessary, too. The following description is relevant to Girling systems, which are
found on most high end British cars like ours.

Disassembly:

1: Raise the rear of the cand place on jack stands. It is important that you can get up close and personal
with the rear brake assembly without it falling in your lap, so be certain that you can do this safely.

2: Remove the wheels. This is a great time to clean them up and beemkidition of the studs, and/or wire
wheel adapters, which will have to come off, too.

3: Remove the two screws that hold the drum to the hub. You may have to use your impact screw driver fc
this job!

4: Back the square head adjuster all the way owci8pwrenches are available, or an eight sided socket is
even better.

5: Remove the drum. The drum should come off easily once the adjuster has been backed off. In the case
terminally frozen brakes, the wheel cylinder, shoe retaining pegs (drill theseand adjuster mechanism

can be released from the back and the drum wrestled off. Avoid hammering on the rim of the drum, as th
cast iron chips easily.

6: Remove the clips that hold the shoes to the back plate. Just twist the end of the punyg Bfledpgrees

with some pliers and the clip will go flying!

7: Remove the shoes and their springs, noting the position of all the pieces. You should be able to pop ea
end of the shoes off its perch and pull both off together with the springs still aktache

8: Disassemble the adjuster mechanism and clean and lube the components. It is held on the backing pl:
with two | bolt s, but you donét really have to t
9: Disconnect the brake line and hand brake linkage at the wheel cylPaleroff the line, or better yet

drain the master cylinder reservoir first with your Mighgic. A flare nut wrench should be used on the
connection to prevent rounding the nut. Work it back and forth taking care not to twist off the line, which
may have rated to the nut. A little penetrating oil might help.

10: Now the tricky part; remove the wheel cylinder retaining plates by driving them apart with a punch or
screwdriver. This is a fiddly job, requiring patience and some strong reading glasses. Sisegsiianal.
Remove the rubber dust cover and pry the larger plate slightly away from the tabs that keep it in place. Te
the larger plate free. Once that plate is gone, the hand brake lever will slide out past the wheel cylinder ar
the two smaller plateas nd cyl i nder can be removed. Now, sit
installment.

(See photos on next page)
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Is that who | think it is? Or is it just Mike
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Hannah has a new best friend!

Is that who | think it is? Or is it just
Mike?

Chef Justin and proud parents!
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