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EDITORS RUMBLINS  

(Random thoughts  and observations)  

 

Healeys Return to Bonneville  

 

Those that have read the last few Rumblins know 

that a group of Healey enthusiasts from Australia 

created replicas of a Healey endurance car and 

Healey SPL 259 BN, known as the Streamliner 

that made record breaking speed runs at the Salt 

Flats in Utah back in the mid 1950s.  The original 

cars, one a highly modified 100 and the other a 

very highly modified 100, were driven to several 

world records by drivers with names like Donald 

Mitchell Healey, George Eyston, Carrol Shelby, 

Mort Goodall and Roy Jackson Moore.   

 

Last month, the Healeys returned to Bonneville.  

From September 16 to 19, 2009, these replicas 

were entered in "The World of Speed" at the same 

Salt Flats in an attempt to duplicate these record 

breaking runs.  According to information posted 

on the Austin-Healey Club USA web site, on 

September 19 the endurance car reached 127.7 

mph and the Streamliner ran 149.1 mph.  A 

problem with the push truck prevented further  

 

(continued on page 5) 
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The Streamliner at the Flats with some fellow AHCA 

members 
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PRESIDENT'S RAMBLINS 
By Mike McPhail 

 
 The Texas All British Car Day on September 27

th
 

was a huge success, with nearly two hundred cars on the 

field at Old Settlerôs Park in Round Rock.  Every marque 

imaginable was represented, usually in great numbers. 

Many of the participants were from out of town, and it 

seems that some of the locals that come every year were 

strangely absent. Think what the total could have been! 

 

 The Gulf Coast AHC was well represented 

(Johnson, Lowery, Vecillio, Barnell), and they came in on 

Friday to get the most of the weekend. Two Healeys were 

here from North Texas and David & Justin Ayer drove up 

from San Antonio. The host hotel was pretty full Friday 

and Saturday nights, and parking lot was overflowing. It 

looks like this event will need to officially start on Friday 

and have activities throughout the weekend. 

  

 This year the event started with a rally on Saturday 

afternoon. I think that very few participants were able to 

follow the instructions well enough to finish the route. It 

became rather humorous to see so many cars passing each 

other in opposite directions, as they retraced their route, 

vainly hoping to get on track. The rally ended at a private 

ranch for a catered BBQ dinner, and I fear that some may 

have missed the prepaid meal, as there were no bail-out 

instructions! 

 

 The organizers were pleased that the Weather 

Sheriff had arranged for a beautiful weekend, and it was 

certainly quite pleasant on Sunday at Old Settlerôs Park. 

The breeze was cool and steady, and it was only about 

ninety in the shade. Perfect top down weather! 

 

 If you happened to miss this extravaganza, you 

have another chance on October 17 in Houston. The 

twentieth Annual Houston Motor Vehicle Expo will be 

held at La Centerra shopping mall, on the west side of 

town. This is a new venue as of last year, before which the 

show was at Traderôs Village. This (continued on page 3) 
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place is a bit more upscale than before, and even more convenient to Austin and San 

Antonio. For more information, go to: www.houstonmgcc.com. 

 

 Our club is sponsoring the South Texas All British Car Day for 2009. This year it will 

be in the often used and much loved town of Boerne on November 7. You should register 

early to be sure of getting a t-shirt. Nathan Adkins has been working on the STAHC website 

at www.stahc.org and has posted the particulars and registration form. The site could use 

some photos, so get yourself a login and upload your favorite pictures. 

 

 I havenôt really been working on the Bugeye, but I have spent a lot of dough on new 

parts. After having no luck at the junk yard, I turned to eBay for a Datsun 5-speed 

transmission, and a fancy new ($99!) gear-reduction starter. You can find anything on eBay! 

The rest of the conversion came from Rivergate Restoration Products in the form of a very 

comprehensive kit. The car doesnôt have to be modified for this upgrade, but the tranny 

needs a little light machining here and there. My angle grinder got the job done, no sweat. 

David Ayer has already done this mod to his Sprite, and recommends it highly. What fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 
  

 

 
Our Prez & the gang from Houston at Round Rock 

 
Lost on the Rally? 

 
Lucy waiting patiently for her "lost" son (our Prez) 

 
Now they are really lost!  This looks like some place near 

Odessa! 

www.houston.mgcc.com
http://www.stahc.org/
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TEXAS TRAVELLING 

By; Sarah A. Crombie 

 

    Just call me ñThe Rainy-Day Girlò!  Iôve always said that I loved the rain, but seriously?  Almost 10 

months of it?  Apparently, the rain gods havenôt heard the saying, ñabsence makes the heart grow fonderò!  It 

all started at around 3:30 the afternoon of Tuesday, September 8.  As my plane rolled up to the gate at the 

San Antonio International Airport, I gazed out the window and what should I see, but scattered round dark 

spots on a bone-dry tarmac.  As I watched, I saw the drops start to fall more rapidly, and, by the time I made 

it to the waiting area outside the airport, there was a good, steady down-pouring.  ñCould this really be 

Texas?ò I thought.  ñLand of one of the worst droughts in their history?ò  (Not to mention the record-setting 

high temperatures ï both for degrees and number of days!) 

 

    Sure enough, though, this was it.  My friend picking me up from the airport came all the way from San 

Marcos, and said it had started raining when she left, and then poured pretty much the whole way to San 

Antonio.  (Sheôd left, of course, as I got in!)  We then drove through that steady down-pour all the way to 

Austin. 

 

  Why am I giving myself so much credit for being responsible for the rain, you may ask?  Well, because, as 

I mentioned, rain seems to have been following me around for the past 10 months.  You see, technically, it 

all started back in January.  This was when I decided, ñI donôt do New Jersey, and I donôt do cold!  Iôm 

moving to Hawaii!ò  So, I packed up and moved to Hawaii.  One of my main goals was to escape the New 

Jersey Winter ï (one of the coldest ever, I might add!) 

 

    So, that was all well and good, and I was really quite happy about the fact that I was missing out on all of 

THAT fun!  Howeveré the 3 months that I lived there, just so happened to be the ñRainy Seasonò in 

Hawaiié and I was living in a tent.  Yeah.  ñAhh, the great outdoors!ò  Let me tell ya, you really start to 

appreciate everything being connected under a roof, like in a house or apartment or even a hotel room!  Itôs 

the pits, waking up in the middle of the night to go to the bathroom and having to get out of your nice, 

comfy sleeping bag, and walk 50 feet in the dark jungle, in the rain, just to get TO the bathroom!  But I 

digress. 

 

    I got back to the Northeast in early to mid April.  The weekend I got back?  It rained, and itôs rained ever 

since.  On the last day of June, the weatherman put a calendar page of the month of June on the screen and 

circled in red every day it had rained in New Jersey that month.  Every day was circled but 3.  I go to Texas 

in the middle of a drought, and it rained every single day the whole week I was there.  It cleared up the day I 

flew out.  (Iôm banned from all major cities on holidays, when they hold parades!) 

 

    Despite the rain, though, I was so happy to be back home.  Even though I wasnôt fortunate enough to have 

my stay in Texas coincide with any club events, I was lucky enough to be able to catch up with quite a few 

club members, (my ñextended familyò!).  To add to the miraculousness ï (yes, apparently I made that word 

up!) ï was the fact that I was able to catch up with the Millers in North Austin, to the Ayers in San Antonio.  

Not to mention the many great friends in between: the McPhails and the Adkinses in Dripping Springs, and 

the Stamps in South Austin.  All without my own vehicle!  True to form, the many great, long-time friends I 

was able to catch up with, were very generous and hospitable ï helping me out with places to stay and rides 

to my next destination.  (Thereôs a reason they call it ñSouthern Hospitality!ò) 

 

    Also, while there, I did manage to make it into town for a Triumph Club meeting at the Texican Cafe in 

South Austin.  Plus, I got to get sort-of greasy, helping Mike McPhail do some wiring to their TR3.  Had to 

practice for when my dad and I tackle them wiring harness on our Sprite!  Plus, my trip to Texas wouldnôt 

have been complete without getting to work on a British car! 
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    Until next time ï and hopefully it wonôt be so long in between! ï be happy, healthy, and Healey-ed!  (Had 

to end it on a corny note, ya know? J)  

 

(For those that don't know: Sarah is the daughter of George and Denise Crombie, former Texas residents 
and members of STAHC.  The Crombies, along with their BN2 and AN9, now reside in New Jersey, but still 
maintain membership in STAHC.  Sarah, you are definitely not banned in South Texas.  In fact we may beg 
you to come back if this drought returns.  Thanks for a great story! ed.) 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

My apologies to those whose pictures 

arenôt included ï I took quite a few on 

the real camera, too, and those arenôt 

on the computer! 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(Editors Rumblins continued from page 1) 

 

attempts to approach Donald Healey's record run.   

 

Many Healey enthusiasts, including some of our friends from the Gulf Coast club, attended these events.  

Look for a much more detailed story and more pictures in a future issue of the Healey Marque. 

 

Mercado  

 

As editor, it is not my place to tout advertisements for items for sale in this newsletter.  This month, I am 

making an exception.  Please check out this month's Mercado where Max Hottell is offering his highly 

 
Mike McPhail, working on the wiring.. 

 
.. and I helped!! 

 
Nel: "Hook 'em Horns!"  

Emma, Bonnie, & Isaac 
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modified, 1966 Sprite with an SCCA legal 1275cc engine.  This appears to be an exceptional opportunity for 

anyone interested in a "performance" Sprite.  In addition to the items listed in the ad, Max will include many 

spares and performance items including Pertronix Ignition, parts of wire wheel conversion, an extra 

transmission and much more.  Max will provide additional details and specifications to anyone with an 

interest. 

 

Delegates Meeting  

 

Twice a year, during Conclave and in the fall, delegates from the area clubs that are the Austin-Healey Club 

of America gather to conduct the business of AHCA.  Part of that business includes the election of officers.  

The AHCA nominating committee, consisting of past Presidents and two at large members chosen by the 

delegates, has proposed a slate of officer nominations for consideration by the delegates at the fall meeting 

to be held in Charlotte, NC on November 7 and 8.  The proposed slate includes two new officer nominees 

for 2010: Gary Brierton (Triad AHC) for President and Gary Feldman (Northeast Ohio AHC).  The 

incumbents in all other officer positions have agreed to stand for reelection.  You can read more about the 

new officer nominees on pages 30 and 31 of the September Healey Marque. 

 

As your delegate, I will attend the fall meeting in Charlotte.  (That means I won't be at the ABCD in Boerne 

just six miles from home, nor will I be at the NASCAR race in Ft. Worth with my son that same weekend.  

Oh well, I haven't figured out how to be in three places at the same time!)  Please let me know if you have 

any concerns that you would like me to take to the delegates meeting.  

 

STAHC Web Site  

 

Our Webmaster, Nathan Adkins, has completed extensive revisions to the club web site.  It is now up to us 

to make use of the site as a tool for communication and promotion.  Please visit the revised site at: 

www.STAHC.org 

 

 

   

 
The endurance car (replica) at Bonneville 

 
AHCA members at the Flats 

http://www.stahc.org/

