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FIFTH ANNUAL ICE CREAM 

SOCIAL 

 

During the last two weekends of August many 

AHC regional clubs celebrated the fifth annual 

National Ice Cream Social by driving their 

Healeys (and other vehicles) to an ice cream 

purveyor. 

 

STAHC participated with a Bimmer, a Toyota, 

two Miatas, two MGs and........ONE HEALEY! 

 

On August 29, the Adkins, McKinnies, Millers, 

Richmonds, Steve Rizzo and Mike McPhail and 

his mother, Lucy (with the lone Healey) where 

joined by Larry and Pam Rogers in their MGC, 

and Jim and Pat Irland in their MGB at Freddies 

Frozen Custard in New Braunfels.  Later, the 

STAHC contingent went down the road a block to 

Rudy's for a great Barbeque dinner while our MG 

guests went to the new Coopers Barbeque.  
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Yes!  There was a Healey at the Ice Cream Social. 
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PRESIDENT'S RAMBLINS 
By Mike McPhail 

 
September is finally here and the long, hot summer is hopefully 

behind us. Now we can really enjoy driving our Healeys. We have 

several opportunities to show off our Sprites, One Hundreds and 

Three Thousands this fall. Of course, there is some kind of old car 

show just about every weekend, but the LBC shows are the best. 

The Texas All British Car Day is just a few weeks away. For 

maximum enjoyment, book a room at the host hotel, drive the rally 

on Saturday and show your Healey on Sunday. Check out 

www.txabcd.org for details. 

  

 The South Texas All British Car Day is on November 7 in 

Boerne. Ye Old Kendall Inn is just a stone’s throw from the show, 

so why not stay the night before. Or, heck, just drop in on the 

Richmond’s…I am sure that they wouldn’t mind putting you up! 

 

 I can’t find it on the schedule, but a “Cabin Fever” weekend 

in Leaky this fall would sure be fun…I’ll put Nel to work on that.  

 

 Yes, sir, that little cool front has me ready for the road! Lucy 

and I drove the Hundred down to New Braunfels for the Ice Cream 

Run and we really enjoyed it. It only takes an hour to make the 

pleasant drive on RR12 from Drippin’ through Wimberly, then onto 

Hwy32, Purgatory Road, and FM306. Why, it’s just a hop, skip and 

a jump. I think it would take longer to get to TXABCD in Round 

Rock!  
 

 

 
 

"This is really good!!" 
 

 

 

 

SOUTH TEXAS 

AUSTIN-HEALEY 

CLUB 

 

STAHC is an area club of the 

Austin-Healey Club of America 

www.healeyclub.org the largest Austin-

Healey club in the world.  STAHC 

was sanctioned by AHCA in 1979, 

and it covers the Austin and San 

Antonio area of South Texas. 

 

OFFICERS  

 

President - Mike McPhail 

(512) 695-8637 

mmcphail@austin.rr.com 

 

Vice President - David Ayer 

(210) 340-0377 

dbayer@swbell.net 

 

Treasurer/Membership -  

Bob/Tina Adkins 

(512) 264-2042 radkins@ieee.org 

tadkins@zeecon.com 

 

Delegate/Newsletter Editor - 

Jim Richmond 

(830) 537-5075 jkrich@gvtc.com 

 

Highway Clean Up - 

Jeff & Denene Whitmore 

(210) 403-3783 

defwhit@swbell.net 

 

Webmaster - Nathan Adkins 

(512) 264-2042 

Nathan@swbell.net 

 

Future 50 Representative -  

Bret Miller (512) 834-1885 

bmiller@tspaustin.com 
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TUBE SHOCK ABSORBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

A few weeks ago, Brett Miller asked members for recommendations about replacing the Koni tube type 

shock absorbers on the front of his BN4.  Although Brett received no specific recommendations, two 

members did mention that Udo Putzke, a member of the San Diego AHC, markets a conversion kit that uses 

Bilstein gas pressure tube shocks.  I have his kit on my BN1.  Installation was easy and straight forward with 

no cutting or welding required.  Conversion back to original equipment would be easy.   

 

Mr. Putzke, doing business as Putzke's "FAHRSPASS", advertises in Healey Marque and can be reached at 

www.putzkes-fahrspass.com.  

   

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Two views of the Bilsteins on my BN1

 

 
The gang at the Ice Cream Social 

 
More of the gang. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

WHAT WHERE WHEN 

   

Toobing on the River San Marcos September 20 

   

All British Car Day Round Rock September 26 - 27 

   

Highway Pickup &??? FM 1623 (River Road) about 2.5 miles 

west of US 281 in Blanco 

 

October 3 9:00 AM 

All British Car Day Boerne November 7 10:00 AM 

   

Delegates Meeting Charlotte, North Carolina November 6 - 8 

   

Holiday Party Forke Store in New Braunfels TBA 

   

Roundup 2010 Fredericksburg  April 16, 17 & 18, 2010 

   

Conclave 2010 Eagle Ridge Resort, Galena, IL July 11 - 16. 2010 

   
TBA = to be announced. 

 
  

 
Details for Toobing on the River are still in the works.  Lack of water in the river may be a problem.  

E-mails will be sent to all members with more information when available. 

 
The big event this month is Texas All British Car Day in Round Rock, September 26 and 27.  Nel McPhail has supplied 

some additional details:  

 

Entry fee per car is $20 if postmarked by Friday September 18, or $25 in person at the event.  The fee includes Saturday 

Hospitality and Rallye and the Sunday car show. 

 

The host hotel is Springhill Suites, 2960 Hoppe Trail, Round Rock, TX, 512-733-6700.  Reserve your room by Friday, 

September 4 to lock in special rates.  Ask for "Texas All British Car Show"; King room at $94 (Group code DHDDHD-S); 

two beds at $99 (Group code DHDDHD-T). 

 

Tentative Schedule 
Saturday — Sept. 26, 2009 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. ...... Springhill Suites (Host Hotel):  Event and Rallye Registration. 

Complimentary beverages and snacks. Event merchandise for sale. 

2:00 p.m....... Rallye driver / navigator meeting at Springhill Suites parking lot. 

3:30 p.m....... “I’m Lost, I Think!” Rallye. 

5:30 p.m....... Catered Barbecue Dinner at Sheets’ Longhorn Ranch.  Dinner $12 per person in advance using entry form on 

website postmarked by Friday, Sept. 18 or $15 per person, payable day of event 
 

Sunday — Sept. 27, 2009 Old Settlers Park Lakeside Pavilion In Round Rock, Texas 

8 a.m. - Noon. .... Registration. 

10 a.m. - 1 p.m..... Judging  

2 p.m..... Closing Events: - Door prizes. - Awards. - Raffle. 
 
The registration form, a listing of other hotels near the host hotel and other details can be found on http://www.txabcd.org/ 

http://www.txabcd.org/
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Other coming events of interest include the following: 

 

HEALEYS RETURN TO BONNEVILLE  

 

 

 

 

 

Last month, Rumblins reported that a group of Healey enthusiasts will be at the Salt Flats in Utah on 

September 16, to attempt to duplicate a record breaking run made by Donald Healey in SPL 259 BN, 

known as the Streamliner.  On August 22, 1954, Donald Mitchell Healey drove this car, a highly 

modified Austin-Healey 100 (BN1) to a record two-way average speed of 192.74 mph for the kilometer 

on the Bonneville Salt Flats.  The September 16, attempt will be in a replica of SPL 259 BN.  Here is a 

more detailed schedule of events: 

 

September 4-7, 2009, Portland International Raceway: All British Field Meet 

 

12 September 2009: Miller Motorsportspark (Near Salt Lake City): Display of the record Cars, BBQ,... 

Admission + BBQ: 15 USD 
 

16 - 19 September 2009: World of Speed, Bonneville Utah: See the Healey Endurance Car and the 
Streamliner in action on the Salt 55 years after the original event. (USFRA Admission: 10 USD per day or 20 USD for 
the Event.) 
 

16 September 2009: Wendover Revival Roundtable: Q&A with the original Team Members involved in 
Healey Speed records 

 

 You can learn more about this event by going to www.healeysreturntobonneville.com.  

 

2009 GREATER RANDOLPH AREA VETERANS PARADE  

 

STAHC has been invited to participate in the parade sponsored by the Greater Randolph Area Veterans 

Council in Universal City.  This parade will be in honor of all veterans of all wars of the United States of 

America. The parade begins at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday November 14, 2009 at the formation area on 

Universal City Boulevard (Honorary Heroes Boulevard). The parade will proceed south on Pat Booker Road 

toward Randolph Air Force Base, turn left on East Byrd Boulevard and proceed a block to Bowie Street, and 

disband at American Legion Missing Man Post 667, 504 Bowie Street. 

 

There is no fee to participate.  However, we do need to register as a group no later than October 30, 2009.  

Please e-mail me as soon as possible if you are interested in participating.  If there is enough interest, we will 

need a spokesperson/coordinator.  Please indicate if you are willing to be our spokesperson. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.healeysreturntobonneville.com/
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SEPTEMBER TOOL OF THE MONTH 

By Mike McPhail 

 

 This month I would like to feature not a tool as such, but something that I think you will find very 

handy…brand new, low cost distributors. 

 

 The Lucas D22, D25 and D45 models have been used on many Little British Cars, and most of us 

probably have one in our garage. The problem is that many are just about worn out. The vacuum unit is the 

first thing to go. A new one is about $75 and the correct unit is not always available for every application, 

and other things may need attention, too. The springs on the centrifugal advance mechanism are often 

stretched beyond use. The shaft is often bent and the top section rusted in place (remember how it says to put 

a drop of oil under the rotor…ah hah!) The quality of replacement points, rotors, and condensers is 

questionable. Many of us have had our engine die at the worst possible moment due to a cracked rotor. How 

about those lousy aluminum post replacement caps or those old fashioned caps that require solid copper 

wires that are held in with little screws for which no screwdriver exists? The list goes on and on! 

 

 Let’s take a look at your distributor! Is the cap clean and unmolested? Does each spark plug wire 

measure about the same resistance? Are the terminals burned? Does the carbon center terminal have plenty 

of spring? Does the rotor fit tightly and move back into position when the shaft is twisted counter-

clockwise? Does it twist at all!?! Is the point gap the same on every lobe of the cam? Do the contacts line up 

nicely? Does the vacuum unit move the contact plate? Does it hold a vacuum? Is the shaft loose? Is the 

wiring for the points and condenser in good condition? Is this any of my business? 

 

 Fast forward to the 21
st
 Century…Pertronix has been making compact, economical and reliable 

electronic ignition modules for some time now. Their latest offering is a range of high quality replica 

distributors for the British car enthusiast. They feature a built-in Ignitor module (replaceable), rotor and cap 

that takes push on wires. I have installed several of these wonderful items on a range of LBCs.  

 The D176600 is a vacuum/mechanical advance model that will drop right in many four cylinder 

engines, such as Austin-Healey Sprite, MG Midget, MG-B, TR3, TR4, and Spitfire. D177600 is the six 

cylinder version and fits nicely in Jaguar XK, MG-C, and Austin-Healey 100-6 or 3000. It is not such good 

replacement for stock Triumph TR6, since you don’t have anywhere to connect your tach cable. However, 

some TR6s with Weber carbs might welcome a distributor with a vacuum advance connection. Models are 

also available with no vacuum advance (all mechanical), aluminum billet construction and the new Ignitor II 

module with dwell control. This works great if you have a replacement carb with no vacuum advance 

connection. 

 

  Not only are these plug-and-play, but they start at only $155! Go to dealparts.com for the best prices. 

 

 

 

See photos on next page.  One photo is my TR3 with the Pertronix "Flamethrower" distributor with 
vacuum advance, the other is the Judson supercharged bugeye with all mechanical advance.  
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EL MERCADO 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

El Mercado is our advertising section.  If you have Healeys, Healey parts, Healey stuff or even other British 

stuff that your spouse says has to go, send it in and we will run it.  If you are looking for any of these things 

we will run that too.  (Just don’t let your Spouse see this)  Free to members.  Very inexpensive to others. 

 

 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

 

My goal is to issue Rumblins on the first day of each month.  To meet this goal, material for 

publication must be received by the end of the previous month.  Member submissions are not only 

encouraged, but are desperately needed! Thanks for your participation and cooperation. 

 

 

 
TR3 with Pertronix Flamethrower & vacuum advance. 

 
Bugeye with all mechanical advance. 


